TOWN OF SPRING GREEN

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING NOVEMBER 3, 2011

The regular monthly meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson Dennis Polivka and was posted according to law. The Clerk certified compliance with the open meeting law. Members present were Chairperson Dennis Polivka, Supervisors Dave Radel and John McKenna, Clerk James Blau and Treasurer Anita Bindl. Also present were Patrolman Brad Haas, David and Eileen Roeder, Louis Weston, Marcus Weston, Jerry Schmidt, Tracy Johnson, Marian Copus, Brad Parkin, Paul Pratt, Doug Jones, Mike Birr, Pat & Otto Frischolz, Trish Dickenson, Jan Hoffman, Jerry Bindl, Kolby Hirth, Andy Ringelstetter, Paula Mickelson, Rod Hammons, Jody Reich, Ed Lilla, Dan Kettner and Walter Joost.

Motion to adopt the agenda was made by Dave Radel and seconded by John McKenna. M/C

The minutes from the previous meeting were read and a motion to approve the minutes as read was made by Dave Radel and seconded by John McKenna. M/C

Treasurers report by Anita Bindl, starting balance of $ 137,021.41 with receipts of $ 36,198.02 and disbursements of $ 60,679.27 leaving a balance of $ 112,540.16. Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by John McKenna and seconded by Dave Radel. M/C

Motion to approve and pay the monthly bills as presented was made by Dave Radel and seconded by John McKenna. M/C

Chairperson’s report by Dennis Polivka, Dennis has been working with Jewell and the Milanovic’s on the Prairie House Motel and Dennis stated that the town will purchase the Motel and have it razed with money from the Department of Commerce. Dennis also stated that the meeting on Oct 27 for water quality was well attended. Dennis also stated that there is a meeting coming up in LaValle for Sauk County Economic Development about the Sauk County Forrest on Nov. 7. Another meeting on Nov. 10 for an Intergovernmental Meeting. Dennis also stated that the Assessor Mike Rogers had a complaint from a resident that they were taxed for a basement they do not have and would have to be reimbursed for 2 years cost of about $451.00.   

Supervisors report by Dave Radel, Dave has been checking on the ditch project on a daily basis. Dave also said that water test kits are available for $ 3.00.

Supervisors report by John McKenna, John has been working on the trip fund for Porter Road and did check on the west end of Prairie View road ditch for a solution for standing water. John found that the water table is 2 ½ feet below ground level and that there is not much than can be done because there is no outlet for the water to flow. John also had a request from a resident about the garbage pickup charge on his taxes and would like it taken off because he has a business and a big dumpster and puts his garbage in it. John said he would look into it. John also stated that Alliant will replace and move a power pole along the east side of Shifflet Road. John also has asked Alliant and the Phone companies about the removal of electrical and phone pedestals in the Prairie View Subdivision and was told that a letter will be sent to the Chairperson for his approval and signature. John and Brad will work on the biannual road rating for the DOT and that it must be sent in by Dec. 13.

Public comments: Kolby Hirth asked about the ditch on Prairie View and if it was on private property. Trish Dickenson and Andy Ringelstetter both asked about the Prairie House project and if the cost of permits will cost the town money. Dennis stated that it will be covered by the grant from the Department of Commerce.

 Patrolman’s report by Brad Haas: Brad finished the last mowing and trimmed around culverts and signs and finished patching for the year. Brad also worked on getting the plow trucks ready for winter and took some vacation time.

Building Inspectors report by Tracy Johnson: 3 permits for October 1 for a mobile home, 1 for an addition and 1 for Terry Shifflet’s new hall.

Plan Commission report by Dave Radel: they have been working on the Comprehensive Plan for Non Metallic Mineral extraction. They also reviewed the CSM for Paul Pratt’s property on E 2960 Phylane Rd. and gave their approval.

ETZ report: no meeting

Fire District report by Dave Radel: Dave stated that the Fire dept and ambulance both budgets were smaller than last year for a savings of about $40,000.00 which lowered what the town needs to pay for fire protection. Dave also read a monthly report from fire Chief Lynn Gunderson which Dave has asked for.

Ed Lilla from Jewell gave an update on the Big Hollow Project and told of some problems with the Rail Road crossing and some demands from the Rail Road which will delay the project for a little longer. Ed also stated that Jewell has been working on getting permits from the DNR and getting an environmental assessment for the Prairie House Motel before it can be torn down and hauled away. They are also working on a demolition contract.

The Board looked over Paul Pratt’s CSM for his property on E2960 Phylane Road and gave approval by a motion from Dave Radel and seconded by John McKenna. M/C

Dave Zwettler from Rural Insurance was present to go over the Towns’ Insurance Policy and asked if the board had any question. The Clerk asked what savings would be to up the deductible to $1,000.00 from $ 500.00. Dave will check on this and also raise one other Liability and get back to the clerk.

Next on the agenda was to grant approval to have Johnson Block & Co. due the Financial Audit for 2011. Motion by Dave Radel and seconded by John McKenna to have Johnson Block & Co. due the audit for $ 6675.00. M/C

Next was the standing house under construction on Rolling Ridge Road. Discussion followed and many residents were upset that the house was moved in and then sat untouched for 2 years with weeds and trucks setting around. Brad Parkin the builder stated that he was not able to get financing for the project until now and that he wants to renew his building permit. Several residents complained about the house and that if it was finished it would not meet the ordinance requirement of having an equalized value of 20 % less than surrounding Homes. Motion by Dennis Polivka to grant approval for 180 days permit with conditions to remove weeds, get a letter of credit from the bank, repair landscaping around the water line and move LP tank. There was no seconded so the motion died. After more discussion John McKenna made a motion that Brad Parkin fix the water line and move gas tank, cut weeds and get a letter of credit from the bank and give him 1 week to finish and get in contact with the building inspector for approval and then get 60 days to finish the house, Dave Radel seconded the motion. M/C

Next on the agenda was to consider a ditch clean out along Big Hollow and parts of Mercer Road. Discussion followed and Jerry Bindl stated that he would clean out the ditches for the soil and put on his land.  A question arouse about Liability and Dave Radel said he would check it out with the Town’s Ass. And the Town’s Insurance Co. In case it cannot be done Iverson Construction would do the work for $1200.00 per day.

Dennis Polivka stated that the water quality meeting was well attended and asked if anyone had any questions or concerns. Dennis also said that water test kits were available for $3.00.

Next was to set a date for the Budget planning and public hearing for the 2012 budget. November 17 2011 was set for the meeting. Budget Planning is set for 6:30 pm with the Public Hearing set for 7:00 pm. The Clerk will post the notices.

Motion to go into closed session for Employee Negotiations was made by Dave Radel and seconded by John McKenna. Voice Vote Dennis Polivka yes, Dave Radel yes, John McKenna yes. M/C

Discussion for Employee Compensation ended. And will be brought up in December. Motion to adjourn the closed session was made by Dennis Polivka and seconded by Dave Radel. M/C

Motion to convene regular meeting was made by Dave Radel and seconded by Dennis Polivka. M/C

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Dave Radel and seconded by Dennis Polivka. M/C

Submitted by:

James Blau

 Town Clerk

